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The Dacian red deer antler sleeve discovered at UniTimis County

Corneliu Beldimah

*Christian University “Dimitrie Cantemir”, Facultgf History, Splaiul Unirii No. 176, 040042 Buchatrés3,
Romania; e-mailbelcor@gmail.com

Abstract: The Dacian red deer antler sleeve discovered at Uni Timis County. Complex no. 7 was
discovered during the 2011 archaeological campaigthe multi-layered fortified settlement from Unip
,Dealul Cetituica” / “Little Fortress Hill” — dated from the Sewd Iron Age (Geto-Dacian culture, probabfy 1
century AD). It is a ritual pit containing ceranpots, other small pieces in clay, stone and mathhne handle
and a red deer antler sleeve. The antler sleexisce quite rare, less studied in the area ofddagivilisation.

It is entirely and in exceptional state of conséora It is cone-shaped and he has 40.30 mm leagth50.42
mm maximum diameter. The surfaces were carefulliglied. Three of the exterior surfaces were engrawith
14 double circles with a central dot. The circles arranged in two rows, each of them having semmtes.
This type of ornamentation is usual for bone arteaartefacts corresponding to the same chronts@lllevel
both from Romania and Europe (handles, combs dtc.prder to analyse the piece, the optical andtalig
microscopic techniques were used (x10 — x200 migtiibns). The artefact was probably used as sifeath
sword or a dagger. The use-wear traces revealeth¢h¢hat the sleeve was used before it had beeimpghe
pit, quite habitual situation in the Geto-DaciararAs analogies we may mention the pieces disedvierthe
sites from Sighjoara-“Wietenberg”, MureCounty and Poiana, Gal&ounty. The close analysis of the artefact
discovered at Unip offers an example regardingatag in which the methodology of study of osseousenials
industry can be applied for Geto-Dacian materials.

Keywords: ancient technology, osseous materials artefactspfan Dacia, red deer antler, ritual pit, Romania
sleeve.

Context (iron piece, perforated bronze plate), lithic
The multi-layered fortified settlementlgva objects (whetstone and grinder) and osseous
type) from Unip-“Dealul Ceituica” (“Little materials artefacts (a bone tube and a red deer
Fortress Hill”) dated from the First and Secon@ntler sleeve) were disposed in groups (fig. 3/3).
Iron Age, and is the only one known untilinside a fragmentary jar, a bone object having the
nowadays in the Banat Field (fig. 1). During theshape of a tube was found. It has the length of 5
excavation carried out in 2011 by a team led bym and it is well-preserved.
Professor PhD Adrian Bejan, Lecturer PhD Liviu In the South-Eastern corner, close to the
Miruia and Lecturer PhD Dorel Micle (Westcentral area of the pit, few fragmentary clay
University of Timsoara) the archaeologicallamps were found, above which a red deer antler
complex no. 7 was identified in S2. Thiswas deposited on a red deer antler sleeve above
appeared at the depth of 0.80 m as a quastere found (fig. 3-4).
circular pit, with an opening of 1.50 m/ 1.40 m All these artefacts had been covered with
having a depth of 0.6 m of the contouring levekarth mixed with Hallstatian and Dacian ceramic
Inside the pit, various clay artefacts (especiallfragments. In the filling of the first level of the
entire and fragmented clay pots, spindle whorlsit, traces of burning were observidsitu and
and an anthropomorphic protoma), metal piecesany of the pots preserved traces of a secondary
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Unip
“Dealul Cetdtuica”
Amplasarea sectiunilor 2009-2011
COD SIT LM 2004: TM-1-5-B-06088
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Fig. 1 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill": 1 location dfnip Commune, Tingi County; 2 location of the site
(map); 3 plan of the site and excavated areas;atitm of the site (yellow surface) and the ancient

course of the Timgiriver (adapted by Liviu Nruia afterhttp://www.earth.google.comimages
provided by Liviu Maruia.
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Originea materiei prime Parametri descriptivi si morfometrici
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Fig. 2 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill": 1 red deer #er sleeve: origin of raw material, elements of
description and dimensions; 2 general views (drgwimd photos by Corneliu Beldiman).
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Fig. 3 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill": 1-2 Complex/Z011 (ritual pit) - red deer antler sleeve, detil
views, in situ context; 3 Complex 7/2011 (ritual pit), generawi(photos by Liviu Mruia).
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2

Fig. 4 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill”: 1-2 Complex/2011 (ritual pit) — red deer antler sleeve, dethil
views, in situ context (photos by Liviu Kfuia).
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burning. Nevertheless no traces of burning wetereviously, the dot had been designed by rotation
observed on the walls of the pit. The specialsing the metallic sharp point of a compass or the
pieces had not traces of burning. Maybe the pdip of a knife. The circles are arranged on two
were burnt somewhere else and then deposedraws (2 x 7). The decoration does not cover the
the pit with the rest of the cremation. inferior part of the sleeve probably because this
From a functional point of view, the authorgart of the object was not seen when the piece
of the research considered that the complexas used. The circle and dot ornamentation are
played the role of a cultic pit. frequent on the artefacts from Preroman Dacia,
This could be provisionally dated from th& 1 especially on bone and antler handles and combs
century AD (A. Bejan, D. Micleet al, 2011; A. (A. Ganciu 2003).
Bejan, L. Miruia et al, 2012; L. Miruia, D.
Micle et al, 2011; C. Beldiman, M. CéarciumaruManufacture

et al, 2012). The manufacture of the artefact was done in
several stages whose type and succession were
Description identified through macroscopic and microscopic

The red deer antler sleeve is a rare pie@nalysis of the preserved traces. The classic
among the Dacian osseous materials artefactgtical microscope, zoom x10 — x40 and the
The artefact was offered for study by Lecturedigital one, zoom x40 — x 200 were used. The
PhD. Liviu Maruia (West University of technical transformation of the raw material was
Timigsoara, Faculty of Letters, History andprobably done using a prior water immersion in
Theology) and Professor PhD. Marinorder to soften the tissue. This procedure makes
Carciumaru. It is preserved entirely in goodhe manufacture easier, especially in the first
conditions, without deposits and taphonomistages (débitage and shape of the surfaces). We
damages (due to the two millennia deposit in theso have to underline the fact that the techniques
soil - flaking, corrosion, cracks, etc.) (fig. 2). of sleeve manufacture (cutting, chopping, and

The piece has a length of 40.30 mm, thearving using a knife or a chisel, the decoration
maximal diameter of 50.42 mm. Its general shapngraving) are identical to the ones applied in
is conical, slightly asymmetric due to the rawase of woodworking. As a consequence, we may
material morphology. The transversal sectionsave an appropriate view regarding the way in
are oval, asymmetric, due to the same reasomhich the wood was worked in order to obtain
The piece is made of a segment of an adult rathall-sized objects in Geto-Dacian times. The
deer antler beam, right side. The segment wased tools and the specifics of the technical srace
most probably taken from the base of the bearoould also be analysed.
above the tine no. 2. The débitage (in order to obtain a blank)

The object is shaped by removing almostonsisted in removing a segment long of cca 40.5
entirely the natural aspect of the antler — theam from the base of the right red deer beam,
upper superficial part of the compact tissuabove the tine no. 2. The techniques used in order
(compacta the channelled and gutter anatomito achieve this blank were: the transversal cutting
aspect). On the inside, the spongy tissue was the circumference using a knife and the
almost entirely removed using the carvindracture by direct percussion.
technique. The edges are linear, quasi-parallels. The shaping includes few stages, defined

At the distal extremity a border wide of 2.3 -according to the specific traces preserved on the
3.3 mm and high of 1 mm is observed (fig. 6). Isurface of the object: 1. the finishing of the exige
the central part, on a strip wide of 89 mnby transversal cutting and chopping with a knife;
ornamentation was engraved. This comprises P4 the removal of the exterior aspect of the antler
double circles with a central dot, with a conic anth order to obtain a flat aspect. This procedure
hemispheric profile that looks conic andwas done through the chopping procedure using a
hemispheric profile (fig. 3/3; fig. 5; fig. 7-9).h€ knife; 3. the removal of almost all the spongy
circles are quasi-identical and they were obtaindssue was done by bipolar carving in an axial
by engraving with two special metallic tools likedirection using a knife blade or a chisel with a
compasses, with sharp extremities that allowddng and narrow active part; 4. the shaping of the
the drawing of circles with different diametersinterior part of the piece in order to remove the
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3 mm

Fig. 5 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill”: red deer aptl sleeve- 1 general views; 2 the decorated surface
(photos by Corneliu Beldiman).
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3mm

Fig. 6 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill": red deer aptl sleeve — 1-2 details of proximal and distal ends
(photos by Corneliu Beldiman).
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Fig. 7 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill": red deer aptl sleeve — 1-3 details of the engraved ornamentati
(photos by Corneliu Beldiman).
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Fig. 8 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill": red deer aptl sleeve — 1-2 details of the engraved ornamentati
(photos by Corneliu Beldiman).
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superimposed traces of carving. This procedul® applying the sleeve (fig. 10). This conclusion,
was done using a knife blade, abrasion with a&s well as the observation of the use of a special
lithic piece or with leather/textile and wet sandtool in order to decorate the piece, determined us
In this way an almost flat surface was obtainedp advance the hypothesis that the piece was
5. the shaping of the exterior surface by choppinganufactured in a specialised workshop (C.
in the border area; 6. the engraving of th8eldiman, M. Carciumarat al, 2012).
ornamentation made of 14 double circles with
dots, arranged on two parallel rows (2 x 7
circles); the engraving may have started with the
lower row and then it continued with the upper
one (fig. 2/1). The exterior circles have the
diameter of 9 — 9.20 mm and the interior ones of
4.80 — 4.84 mm. The diameter of the dot is 1.4
mm.

The exterior surfaces and the extremities, as
well as the edges of the circles present traces of
bluntness and polish that probably appeared
either by repeated contact with a leather or textil
support or due to the intense use. On the exterior
surface, in the central area — in the register
reserved for the ornamentation — fine, superficial
striations may be observed. They are randomly
disposed and were resulted during the use of the
artefact (fig. 6; fig. 8-9). The sleeve was prolyabl
a decorative or functional object that exposed
three sides. These three sides are decorated while
the side that was not seen remained without
ornamentation.

Fig. 10 — Replica of Dacian iron curved fight
knife (sica) made by Marius Barbu (photos by
Marius Barbu).

It was common in those times that some
warriors’ equipment (this artefact, together with

Fig. 9 — Unip-“Little Fortress Hill": red deer  other osseous material pieces — bone knife

antler sleeve — details of the engraved  handle?) to be deposited as an offering in a pit.

ornamentation (photos by Corneliu Beldiman). Another example can be the deposition of a
lorica squamatearmour piece in a pit discovered

Utilisation at Sansimion, Harghita County site (research led
We can advance the hypothesis that they PhD. Corneliu Beldiman in 1987) (C.

artefact was used as a sleeve fixed on thgs|diman, 1990; C. Beldiman, 1991).
terminal part of a wooden sheath, of a knife or of

a sword. The sheath was made of twanpalogies

Symmetrical pieceS of wood that were plated with As analogieS, we may mention here: the Geto-

tin and that were assembled at the proximal eShcian sites from Sigiwara-“Wietenberg”,
83 Tome XIV, Numéro 2012
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Mures County and Poiana, GalaCounty (K. Campania 2010. A XLV-a Sesiune fianald de
Horedt, 1943; K. Horedt, C. Seraphin, 1971; lkapoarte arheologice, Sibiu, 26-29 mai 2011
Andritoiu, A. Rustoiu, 1997, p. 294, fig. 124/6-7;Ministerul Culturii si Patrimoniului Naional,
R. Vulpe, S. Teodor, 2003, p. 562-563, fig. 83/5Comisia Ngionak de Arheologie, Muzeul

7, 9; fig. 84/1). National Brukenthal Sibiu, p. 199-203.
Beldiman C., 1990Riepteni din a doua epac
Short conclusion a fierului descoperi in estul Transilvaniei

We underline once more the importance of th8tudii si cercetri de istorie vechai arheologie,
object, importance offered by the exceptionadl, 1, p. 111-113.
state of conservation, rarity and by the artistic Beldiman C., 1991Rlicue de cuiras (lorica
values of its geometrical ornamentation. It wasquamata) din Dacia preroman Carpica, 20,
manufactured by a Dacian craftsman in 4989 (1991), p. 125-136.
specialised workshop and it illustrates very well Beldiman C., Céarciumaru M., Bejan A,
the value of the osseous materials artefacts Maruia L. Berzovan A., StaulA., Sztancs D.-

Geto-Dacian times. M., lamandi D., 2012, Unip, com. Sacm
Turcesc, jud. Timi,Dealul  Cetgpuica”.
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